Green is beautiful
About 3 years ago, we decided to fix up our backyard. We extended the patio floor, we built a gazebo and we added a fountain. What a great idea, to sit out in the yard with the sound of living water cascading through the various levels of the fountain. Rosita and I went to the outdoor store near our house where they have a great selection of fountains. Of course, we asked all the proper questions about maintenance, how and what products to use to clean it. Finally we made a choice, we had the fountain running for a few days but we encountered a problem: a lot of the water instead of cascading inside the fountain would fall outside. All of the sudden I had visions of the green algae growing on our new patio pavers. Immediately we went back to the store and told the gentleman our great concern and he pointed to another model, of course more expensive. He also reminded us that there would be a fee for removing and replacing the fountain. We felt we had no choice. We gave the man the additional funds and we went home to wait for the new fountain. 
The job was finished, the new fountain was running, this was the perfect fountain. Of course that same day, dinner in the patio close to the fountain, it was great. Soon life went back to normal, running here and there, one day without warning the water turned green. I said: “I must have missed my algaecide schedule”. After an event like this the only real remedy is to empty out the fountain, clean it and fill it up again. I did it full of energy and enthusiasm, a few hour latter, great, back to clean sparkling water again.  These cycles of events of rapid algae growth continued on and off uninterrupted for several months.  After the fountain was green for several weeks due to my schedule, one day I looked at the algae and realized the deep vivid green color, it was beautiful, that the algae would adjust at a certain level, fall to the bottom and would be like this for days. Why can I run the fountain with algae on a permanent basis?  I recalled from school that one of the primary forms of life in the world was algae; we are deeply connected to it. Well, I have been running the fountain with living algae in it since then; every morning I look at it and appreciate it.
I know, what does this have to do with CLC?  Project 137 challenged us to be open to all who Jesus sends us as modern angels to provoke us: 
“We would gain much by recognizing the type of angels, not demons, who question and challenge us. As faithful individuals, ecclesial community, or apostles we should not feel that we own the Gospel.” 

Some times in our communities and regions we have people like algae, when you least expect it they come up with unreal things, they really annoy us. We want to leave, go somewhere else, change regions, communities, countries even perhaps planets in order to run away from them. But you know what? It is easier to learn to appreciate them, and run the region, the community with them the way they are.  As member of the human race we are all deeply connected, the fact that they are there should be a grace that we need to learn to appreciate and value the diversity of ideas and propositions. Like running the fountain green, it makes life a lot easier. Green is beautiful.
